
ECOPOLITICS PODCAST EPISODE 3.3: How Do We Confront Capitalism’s
Excesses? Between Revolution and Reform.

Additional Pedagogical Resources

Summary: “How do we confront capitalism’s ecological record?” In today's episode, we tackle
this question with help from Dianne Saxe, President of SaxeFacts, and Deputy Leader of the
Green Party of Ontario and Matt Huber, Professor in the Department of Geography and the
Environment at Syracuse University. From two unique perspectives -- that of an environmental
lawyer and a Marxist Geographer -- we dig into the ways in which capitalism is implicated in
climate change, and how capitalistic forces might be influenced for the betterment of people
and planet.

Key Takeaways

● There is considerable debate on how, or if, climate change may be addressed in a
capitalist system. One of the core objectives of capitalism is to maximize profits. In many
cases, this rewards capitalists at the expense of both people and the planet. As Dr. Huber
argues, “there's overwhelming evidence that if capitalists are left to their own devices,
they're just going to keep trying to make money and ignore the ecological
repercussions.” (17:47-18:38).

● Global finance plays a critical role in sustaining the fossil fuel sector and resource
extraction around the world, but it can also play an important role in fomenting
ecological transition. As Dr. Saxe notes, “the financial institutions can do without the
fossil fuel companies, but the fossil fuel companies cannot do without the financial
institutions” (21:15-21:46).

● Although capitalism is a large and complex system, there remains an important role for
eco-citizens to play in organizing their communities. For example, mobilizing divestment
campaigns through one’s bank or pension fund, or engaging in political action to
increase government regulation over capital.

Discussion Questions

● Do you think capitalism and ecological sustainability are compatible?
● What do you think is the role of the government in achieving a balance of private profits

and environmental protection? To what extent do governments currently play this role?
● What do you think is the role of the global financial sector, such as the banking

institutions or pension plans, in mitigating the climate crisis and loss of biodiversity?
Might it be better at helping to address one of these crises than the other? Why?

● Do you think it is possible for people to influence capitalism, or do you think that
capitalism influences us as eco-citizens?
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Learn more about our Guests

Dr. Matthew Huber
● Follow Matt on twitter https://twitter.com/Matthuber78
● Learn more about Matt’s work at

https://www.maxwell.syr.edu/geo/Huber,_Matthew_T_/

Select articles, books, projects, and videos
● Huber, Matthew. “Race, Class, and the Climate Crisis.” Web. Impakter.com. May 25,

2021. https://impakter.com/race-class-climate-crisis/ Accessed December 6 2021.
● Huber, Matthew. “Rich People are Fueling Climate Catastrophe - but Not Mostly Because

of Their Consumption.” Web. Jacobinmag.com. May 2 2021.
https://www.jacobinmag.com/2021/05/rich-people-climate-change-consumption
Accessed December 5 2021.

● Huber, Matt. ​​ 2021. “The Social Production of Resources: A Marxist Approach” In, The
Routledge Handbook of Critical Resource Geography. Matthew Himley, Gabriela Valdivia
and Elizabeth Havice (eds) (London: Routledge), 167-176.

Dr. Dianne Saxe
● Learn more about Dianne Saxe’s work at https://saxefacts.com

Select articles, books, projects, and videos
● ​​Listen to the Green Economy Heroes Climate Podcast

https://saxefacts.com/climate-podcast/
● Saxe, Dianne. “10 Principles for a Transition to a Green Economy.” Web. SaxeFacts.com.

September 2019.
https://saxefacts.com/10-principles-for-the-transition-to-a-green-economy/

● Saxe, Dianne. “Carbon Pricing Wins at Supreme Court- Now the Real Work Begins.” Web.
SaxeFacts.com. March 2021.
https://saxefacts.com/carbon-pricing-win-at-supreme-court-now-the-real-work-begins/

● SustainED Group. “Climate Policy and a Path to Climate Action | Dr. Dianne Saxe on
SustainED.” Youtube. May 31 2020. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifPIHHnFg5E
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Explore resources mentioned in this episode:
● Huber, Matthew. Climate Change as Class War: Building Socialism on a Warming Planet.

Verso Books. 2022.

● Huber, Matthew. Lifeblood: Oil, Freedom, and the Forces of Capital. Minneapolis: MN. U

of Minnesota Press. 2013.

● Daniel Faber, Capitalizing on Environmental Injustice: The Polluter-Industrial Complex in

the Age of Globalization (MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2008).

● Harvey, David. “Universal Alienation.” Journal for Cultural Research. 22, no. 2 (2018):

137–150.

● Hawken, Paul. The Ecology of Commerce : a Declaration of Sustainability 1st ed. New

York, NY: HarperBusiness, 1993.

● Klein, Seth. A Good War : Mobilizing Canada for the Climate Emergency ECW Press,

2020.

● Marx, Karl, and Friedrich Engels. Capital Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1965.

● McKibben, Bill. “Money is the Oxygen on Which the Fire of Global Warming Burns.” The

New Yorker. Web. September 17 20219.

https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/money-is-the-oxygen-on-which-the-f

ire-of-global-warming-burns Accessed December 5 2021.

● O’Connor, James. Natural Causes : Essays in Ecological Marxism New York: Guilford,

1998.

● Read more about the journal Capitalism, Nature, Socialism

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rcns20/current

● Learn more about Engine No. 1 and their campaign https://engine1.com

● Learn more about Growth, Degrowth, and Agrowth in Season 2, Episode 11 of the

Ecopolitics Podcast

https://www.ecopoliticspodcast.ca/episode-2-11-growth-degrowth-agrowth/

Learn more about Community Organization, Democracy, and Climate Action

● Adkin, Laurie E. Environmental Conflict and Democracy in Canada Vancouver: UBC Press,

2009.

● McKibben, Bill. “The Answer to Climate Change is Organizing.” The New Yorker. Web.

September 1 2021.

https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-a-warming-planet/the-answer-to-climate-c

hange-is-organizing Accessed December 5 2021.

● Dietz, Matthias, and Heiko. Garrelts. Routledge Handbook of the Climate Change

Movement Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2014.
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Learn more about Consumption, Production, Capitalism, and Climate Change

● Akbulut, Bengi, and Fikret Adaman. “The Ecological Economics of Economic Democracy.”

Ecological Economics 176 (2020): 106750–.

● Folbre, Nancy. The Rise and Decline of Patriarchal Systems: an Intersectional Political

Economy. Verso Books, 2021.

● Kallis, Giorgos, Susan Paulson, Giacomo D’Alisa, and Federico Demaria. The Case for

Degrowth. Cambridge: Polity Press. 2021.

● [Forthcoming, 2022] Katz-Rosene, Ryan. “Possible in Theory, Unlikely in Practice: The

Structural Barriers to Eco-capitalism,” in Inara Scott (Ed.), Sustainable Capitalism:

Contradiction in Terms, or Essential Work of the Anthropocene? University of Utah Press.

● Katz-Rosene, Ryan. “The Great Contradiction: An Illustrated Guide to the

Growth-Environment Paradox.” Alternatives Journal. 43 (1): 63-65. 2017.

https://cansee.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/AJ-Issue.pdf

● Kaza, Stephanie. “How Much is Enough?: Buddhist Perspectives on Consumerism” in

How Much is Enough?: Buddhism, Consumerism, and the Human Environment. Richard

K. Payne, ed. Wisdom Publications: Somerville MA, 2010: 39-61.

● Waring, Marilyn. If Women Counted : a New Feminist Economics San Francisco: Harper &
Row, 1988.
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