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Episode 3.1: What does it Mean to be an Eco-Citizen? Intro to Everyday
Ecopolitics Season Three.

Summary: What is eco-citizenship and what does it entail? These are the overarching questions
that guide this episode's discussions with Manvi Bhalla, Graduate Student and Co-Founder of
Shake Up The Establishment & missINFORMED, and Kimberly Nicholas, Associate Professor of
Sustainability Science at Lund University. From an introduction to intersectionality and its
importance in climate justice action, to the Eat Lancet Report's rough guidelines for how to
reduce one's carbon footprint, this wide-ranging discussion explores all the facets of what it
means to be an eco-citizen, and who bears the most responsibility for taking action to slow
climate change.

Key Takeaways

e Part of our role as eco-citizens is to develop our own climate literacy. Climate literacy
begins with fundamental facts about the science of the climate situation we face. As Dr.
Nicholas summarizes it: “It's warming. It's us. We're sure it's bad. We can fix it.” (Dr.
Nicholas 21:45-22:10).

e Addressing climate change will require a recognition that “one epistemological way of
knowing” will not hold the solution to climate change. Rather, it will require us to
embrace diverse ways of thinking and acting as eco-citizens (Manvi Bhalla, 30:40-30:55).

e Having diverse perspectives in our organizations, in our decision-making spaces, and in
our communities will help to ensure our action is open and inclusive to all. It’s important
for environmental actors to recognize the needs and experiences of different members
in our communities, particularly those most marginalized voices.

e Eco-citizenship takes place in a range of skills and actions. For example, you may reduce
your consumption, hone your skills in community building, join existing organizations
and movements, and work with advocates and activists in your local community.
Eco-citizenship starts small and connects to bigger issues.
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Discussion Questions

How do you define your own eco-citizenship and the work you do everyday (e.g as a
consumer, community organizer, citizen)?

Do you think there is an equal responsibility for eco-citizenship, or do some individuals
have more responsibility for their actions today?

What do you think is the role of intersectional analysis and equity in thinking through
everyday ecopolitics at the community, national, and global level?

Do you actively address climate change through your work, or is this an issue that is
addressed through another lens or context (e.g feminist work, food sovereignty,
anti-racism or anti-poverty activism)?

Learn more about our Guests

Dr. Kimberly Nicholas

Kimberly Nicholas | Lund University Centre for Sustainability Studies

Select articles, books, projects, and videos
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G.P Putnam’s Sons. New York. 2021.

e Ullstrom, Sara, Johannes Stripple and Kimberly Nicholas. “The Takeoff of Staying on the
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