THE
ECOPOLITICS
PODCAST

ECOPOLITICS PODCAST: Additional Pedagogical Resources (Episode 5)

Episode 5: Global Ecopolitics After COVID-19: Social Movements and

International ENGOs

Overview: In this episode, we speak with Dr. Jennifer Allan of Cardiff University to get
a better sense of how NGOs are shaping the climate movement, and the potential
opportunities that arise for a green recovery post-COVID.

Key Takeaways

“The Kyoto Protocol doesn’t have the word ‘people’ or ‘communities’ or ‘women’ or
anything with limbs other than maybe a tree.” (Dr. Jennifer Allan 00:00-00:32)

The process of global policy-making is not equally accessible to all state or ENGO actors
due to the amount of resources required to participate in international negotiations.
The issue of climate change has moved beyond environmental protection and regulation
towards larger social, economic, political, and cultural issues related to the climate crisis.
Policies call for the adaptation of local communities directed by national states along
with cooperation between global actors.

Advocates and activists who are successful in contributing to global environmental
negotiations are often specific in their details, offering a clear understanding how the
issue and solutions are shaped by intersectionality (including gender, race, and economic
status).

Discussion Questions

Does the global environmental movement (including civil society groups, organizations,
and individual activists alike) have a certain ‘eco-worldview’?

How do you think civil society actors can best use digital activism to create change?

What do you think Dr. Allan means when she says that addressing climate change
requires individual actions supported through “smart, structural change”?

What do you see as the benefits and obstacles of some of the tools and tactics discussed
by Dr. Allan that advocates and activists use to influence climate change policy? Is it
better to effect change “within the system” or from outside of it?
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Learn more about our Guest

Dr. Jennifer Allan

https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/people/view/1422735-allan-jennifer
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