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Episode 3: Theory and Method in Environmental Politics

Overview: What are some of the main theoretical approaches and methods used in
the study of Global Ecopolitics? In this episode Dr. Raul Pacheco-Vega (FLACSO)
provides some very helpful answers and further explains the relationship between

theory

and method for students of Global Ecopolitics.

Key Takeaways

Various Theoretical approaches shape how we conceptualize, unpack and interpret
what’s happening in global ecopolitics. Different methodologies offer different sets of
tools to analyse and answer our specific research questions about ecopolitics.
Methodological approaches are often shaped by our theoretical foundations.

There are a wide range of theoretical approaches to ecopolitics, and these have evolved
over time, moving from localized issues towards global ones. Approaches to ecopolitics
look to consider how these issues may be understood, how global and national
institutions are organized to respond, and the specific roles of governments,
communities, and individuals.

The theoretical and methodological frameworks developed to understand ecopolitics
are built on previous scholarship in various domains (for instance, some ecopolitics
scholarship is heavily influenced by theories and methods of International Relations). At
times, however, leading theories and methods do not meet the needs of scholars, and so
new frameworks will emerge that will require empirical testing.

Discussion Questions

1.

3.

How would you articulate the differences between theoretical, conceptual, and
analytical frameworks? What does this mean for how you approach research questions?

What do you see as the strengths of a specific theoretical framework you would want to
bring to the study of ecopolitics? What might be its limitations?

What are the methodological implications of bringing a specific theoretical framework or
set of concepts that you know of into ecopolitical research? What does this frame
encourage you to look at and look for? What might it leave out?
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