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Episode 14: Global Cities, Environmental Politics, and Low Carbon Transition
Overview: Just over a decade ago, the world’s urban population surpassed its rural population in

a trend of urbanization that is expected to continue for decades to come. This trend has raised
some interesting questions with respect to how cities can participate in global sustainability
efforts and how they might have a say in the governance of environmental politics. In this
episode, we dive into these questions with Dr. Harriet Bulkeley, Professor in the Department of
Geography at Durham University and at the Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development at
Utrecht University.

Key Takeaways

® “Most of us will either be living in an urban context or will spend time with friends and
family visiting cities. And in a sense, that means that urban sustainability is for all of us.”
(Dr. Bulkeley, 00:00-00:48).

e Urban spaces are not isolated from their regional, national, and global contexts; their
boundaries stretch beyond the city limits and are directly connected to global political
relations.

e Low carbon transitions within urban spaces are actively being explored by different
communities. At the same time, there are political institutions at the regional, national,
and global levels that offer political obstacles to low carbon transition in urban areas.

e As with all areas of ecopolitics, the urban space is contested and undergirded by deep
structures of racism, colonialism, and patriarchy that benefit some people over others.

Discussion Questions

1. How would you describe your own relationship to urban space? Can cities be shared
with nature/naturalized, or is urban space the antithesis of nature?

2. What kind of opportunities do you think exist for communities in urban spaces to
contribute to climate solutions? Do you see potential for urban areas to become
exemplars of “environmental sustainability”?

3. What do you think are some of the key political challenges for sustainable urban
development? How do we make sure everyone benefits fairly from sustainable
urbanism?
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Learn more about our Guest

Dr. Harriet Bulkeley

https://www.dur.ac.uk/directory/profile/?id=929
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Learn more about Carbon Transition, Climate Change, and Urban Design
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