¢
E
P

HE
COPOLITICS
ODCAST

ECOPOLITICS PODCAST: Additional Pedagogical Resources (Episode 13)

Episode 13: Resources, Populations, and the Global Environment: a Case Study

in in Water

Overview: Recorded on World Water Day, in this episode, we speak with Dr. Farhana Sultana,

Associate Professor in the Department of Geography and the Environment and the Maxwell

School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University to discuss all things water. Our

conversation touches on the human right to water and sanitation, the ways in which water is a

cross-cutting, multisectoral entity, and how governance of water, and further, privatization, is

complicated, and can often be detrimental, to ensuring our rights to water.

Key Takeaways

Water is a critical resource for sustaining life on the planet, creating a need for good
governance and universal access to fresh water. At the same time, “water affects
different groups of people in different ways, in different locations” (Dr. Sultana,
4:57-5:18), meaning power relations matter to the global and local governance of water.
“When we think about water insecurity, it is related to issues around social inequities
and not necessarily [just the] availability of... technology” (Dr. Sultana, 00:00-00:37).
The climate crisis has placed additional pressures on access to clean water for many
communities.

The governance of water is often shaped by men from the Global North, leaving Black,
Indigenous, People of Color, women and gender-diverse, and voices from the Global
South excluded from important policy and governance discussions.

Discussion Questions

1.

What do you think are the key challenges for water governance in your own
community/ies today? Does everyone have access to clean water in your community? Is
it freely accessible?

Is water something you think about often? How does your own eco-worldview influence
the way you think about and use water in your daily life?

What do you think is the relationship between democracy and water justice? To what
extent do citizens shape water governance in your community?
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Learn

more about our Guest

Dr. Farhana Sultana

https://www.maxwell.syr.edu/faculty/sultana.aspx

https://www.farhanasultana.com/
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